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Oh no!  The “seed” withered & died. 
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Going for the Gold Summer Olympics 



Everyone is a Gold      
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Comments – Wings Family Day  
Lea County Correctional Facility – GP 
Hobbs, NM  
Sept. 24, 2016 

 
The 3rd Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility – General Population (GP) was 
held on Sept. 24, 2016. There were 250 inmates and guests registered to attend, 11 volunteers 
from 10 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.   

Ann Edenfield Sweet provided training about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© prior to 
the Family Day.  People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk behaviors.  The men seemed to 
really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going to prison, 
that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.   

The Chaplain and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the day of the Family Day. 
The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day, and there were several in-
mate helpers who did an outstanding job helping with set-up and serving.  

Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the traditional 
“Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate praise band led the group 
in wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and shared some of their favorite songs. Every-
one loved them and joined in the singing and played all the percussion instruments. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower.  Chaplain Brazil was the Sower and he sowed the 
first seeds.  The “Stompers” came and stomped on the seeds.  Next the Sower sowed more seeds 
and the “Birds of the Air” came and pecked at them and they withered and died. The Sower 
sowed more seeds, but they feel amongst the “thorns” and were choked and died.  Next the 
seeds were sown on the “rock” and they all withered and died.  Lastly, however, the seeds were 
sown on “Good Soil” and the seeds grew one hundred-fold, and the Sower said, “Anyone with 
ears to hear listen.” It was a very meaningful Bible drama, as people reflected on the stompers, 
and birds, thorns and rocks in their own lives.  But the Good News was that when seeds are sown 
on Good Soil they will not just grow, but will grow one hundred-fold. 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Chaplain shared about 
programs available in the prison.  During this time the men were busy making cards and book 
markers with their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and 
butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts 
that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. The Summer Olympics are now over, 
but Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each table became its own “team”.  Soon 
people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad jumping, synchronized swimming, hitting the 



volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering “USA, USA, USA, and USA!”  The 
national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken 
of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and 
laughter filled the area. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because: 
1. Gideon hands out bibles. 
2. I spend time with my family. 
3. I love my brother. 
4. Spend time with family and friends. 
5. I love uncle and also to see him. 
6. This is a perfect way for all 3 of my kids to get to bond since many years. 
7. We love our brother. 
8. To see what the program was and to spend time with my husband. 
9. To have fun. 
10. Have a real visit with my son. 
11. I came to be with my grandson and have a good time with everybody. 
12. To enjoy Christ and spending time with my family. 
13. Support my dad. 
14. To celebrate Jesus and time with daddy. 
15. To support my grandson. 
16. Inmate at LCCF in Hobbs and to see son and grandma. 
17. Came to attend with my grandson. 
18. I like taking pictures and seeing families happy.  Celebrating people want to see people succeed. 
19. I’ve never been to one and to spend time with my family. 
20. Because my son invited me to come and have quality time with him. 
21. My grandson invited me. 
22. To spend time with family and friends. 
23. I wanted to learn about it. 
24. I wanted to be supportive to my husband. 
25. I was invited by my son. 
26. Support my brother. 
27. Because I want to make a difference in my grandson’s life. 
28. I have a son that invited me. 
29. Of the gathering of other people. 
30. I wanted to see how inmates interact with family. 
31. It is very important to have a close relationship with your family. 
32. With family. 
33. Family. 
34. Because my son invited me. 
35. I was invited for the first time. 
36. I experienced one before and it was a good experience. 
37. Invited by brother. (inmate) 
38. To get familiar with the Wings For LIFE.  It was my son’s first visit. 



39. The Lord encouraged me to. I was following the council of the Lord. 
40. So I could spend more time with my family.  
41. I was invited. 
42. Family time. 
43. Family. 
44. To visit my son. 
45. To spend time with my family. 
46. Family time and learning about Wings. 
47. So that I could spend time with family and to learn. 
48. To visit my uncle. 
49. Invited by brother-in-law. 
50. Invited to come. 
51. I wanted to learn more about the program and to share it with my loved ones. 
52. My son invited me to come. 
53. I wanted to see my mom. 
54. I love my son. 
55. To visit with my uncle. 
56. I enjoyed it, first time I came. Also, to visit my son. 
57. Because my brother invited me. 
58. To support our brother. 
59. My son invited me. 
60. To spend time with family. 
61. Visit my son. 
62. To meet a guest here who is a veteran and chaplain who I think belief = faith. Was sent by God (Je-

sus) to passively bring me further down the path in my walk with God. His wife (also a guest) I felt the 
presence of the Lord in her. It was the Lord again helping me, this on my brother’s day of passions. 

63. To see my wife and learn more about the Wings Program. 
64. To get to spend time with my husband on a spiritual level. 
65. Volunteer/support the inmates and their families. 
66. To visit. 
67. Spend time with family. 
68. Family together. 
69. To see my son and spend with my family. 
70. I wanted to praise and worship Christ with my fellow gospel band. 
71. To serve as a chapel clerk. 
72. I was invited to play music. 
73. To be a blessing to all the family that came here. 
74. I wanted to visit my family. 
75. Encourage others to be positive. 
76. To sleep. 
77. I came to visit my brother and have a great time. 
78. I put in for it. 
79. My son invited me. 
80. I had no choice. 
81. No choice. 
82. To see family. 
83. I came to visit my son. 
84. To see my brother. 
85. Spend time with my family. 

 



The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. To see the effects on the inmates. 
2. Sitting and eating with my family. 
3. To finally visit my brother. 
4. The encouragement from others. 
5. To see my uncle. 
6. Eating with my 3 boys. I have not been able to do this in a very long time. 
7. Seeing my brother after a long time. 
8. Listening about the program and the stories. 
9. Spending time with my uncle. 
10. Enjoying my son’s company and his handsome smile. 
11. Being with my grandson. Having a very good day and visit. 
12. Being with my family. 
13. Working and listening to constructive lessons. 
14. Seeing daddy. 
15. Having the freedom to move around and seeing my grandson and my great-grandson bond. 
16. Time with son and grandma. 
17. Learning about the 40 Developmental Assets©. 
18. Positive attitudes, stories shared, the bible stories and the Asset training. 
19. Spending time with my son, doing arts & crafts, and eating with the whole family. 
20. Seeing my son with his son. 
21. Music and the testimony, everything. 
22. Spending time with my mom and talking about God. 
23. The games and the conversation. 
24. Seeing my husband and spending time, eating, praying. 
25. The spiritual feeling I received. 
26. Learning. 
27. Love, kindness, patience family, friends, laughter, tenderness, favorite foods, siblings, unconditional 

love. I’m thankful. 
28. The interaction. 
29. Knowledge, reading to children. 
30. Meeting new people and inmates. 
31. Family and being able to move and be treated as a human. 
32. Band. 
33. Worship, band. 
34. Getting to visit with son and for me, I felt like I have freedom loving my son. 
35. Visit with my brother. 
36. Seeing my family. 
37. Getting more time with my brother and other families. 
38. Being able to communicate more with fellow members. 
39. The love and fellowship. 
40. Holding my grandniece for the first time. 
41. Meeting the family. 
42. Crazy fun. 
43. Bible skits. 
44. Visit my son, Crazy fun, Bible skits. Band program. 
45. Bible story. 
46. The Bible stories, and crafts with the children. 
47. The Bible story, and also the singing with the band. 



48. Spending time with the family. 
49. Spending time with my uncle. 
50. Visiting. 
51. Stories and music. 
52.  Spending time with family and friends. 
53. Music. 
54. The more relaxed atmosphere. 
55. My son is awesome. 
56. Very good, I had fun. 
57. Very interesting. 
58. Music and family time. 
59. When we sat down and talked to one another. 
60. Talking at the dinner. 
61. Music. 
62. Seeing my son. 
63. Family and friend experience. 
64. A culmination of seeing my parents and marking a page in my life. A crucial point, my brother, his 

wife, my current situation in life, my relationships, my learning, my “seasoning” if you will, “destiny” 
manifest, all!! 

65. Doing crafts for the kids. 
66. Interacting with the kids and my husband. 
67. Involvement of the kids. 
68. Eating. 
69. Doing craft with the kids. 
70. They involved everyone. 
71. The music. 
72. All the smiles in good times. 
73. The optimism and family atmosphere. 
74. Watching people’s interaction with each other. Listening to music. 
75. The acting. 
76. The awesome LCCF band. 
77. Happiness. 
78. Visiting as a family. 
79. Seeing all my family dress up. (In the Bible drama – Parable of the Sower.) 
80. Family participation in the role playing. 
81. Uniting as family. 
82. Uniting. 
83. Making necklaces. 
84. Having a good time with the family, family participation, unity. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. The effect was so positive. 
2. It helps keep inmates out of trouble, and gets inmate closer to family. 
3. It is a great way to bring the inmates spirits up and we get to visit our family we miss. 
4. It allows us time to come together and share God, family, and friends. 
5. They make the prison fun. 
6. It helps bring families together and continue to grow together. 
7. It’s nice to sit down together as a family and spend time. 
8. Allows families and loved ones to come together, spend time, learn about God and enjoy the time to-

gether. 



9. I think you should keep having them. 
10. Bring family closer together and lets inmate feel normal, not so institutionalized. 
11. It is better than a normal visit, a more natural visit. 
12. It makes us inmates enjoy a “real visit” with our family. 
13. It is a learning experience. 
14. It’s good to spend time with daddy. 
15. It creates a family Christian environment. 
16. Let’s prisoners bond with family and children. 
17. They have been very informational and will help with understanding and would help with the working 

with kids. 
18. We need to stop the cycle of incarceration. This a good way. 
19. Because it brings our families together. 
20. To bring us families together. 
21. We all enjoy it. 
22. It brings families closer together. 
23. Brings family and people together. 
24. It teaches good things. 
25. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
26. Families are important. 
27. Yes. 
28. It brings the inmate’s closer to God. 
29. Because it’s family togetherness. 
30. Ministry, education, insight for families. 
31. Fellowship with one another. 
32. The spirit of God’s love and power brings glory to His name. 
33. It’s as if we have a family day out there. 
34. It promotes Godly values. 
35. It promotes family unity. 
36. Proposes to allow families to become closer, and want to know Jesus. 
37. To make prison official job easier by keeping inmates happier and their morale up.  Unite families. 
38. Encourages people to read and learn about the bible. 
39. It will help you learn more about the Lord. 
40. It helps to learn more about the Lord. 
41. We can keep our kids out of prison. 
42. So I can visit my uncle. 
43. Teaches God’s will. 
44. It invites everybody in the room to get involved. 
45. It helps bring families together. 
46. So enjoyable to come see all the families. 
47. It’s good with all the social and group interaction. 
48. I like to visit my perfect son. 
49. So I could visit my uncle more. 
50. It helps family get closer together. 
51. Helps inmates connect for tighter bonds, building respect for each other, and the group. 
52. Because it’s a day where we can be a normal family together. 
53. It will help keep family bonded. 
54. Everyone can learn from this event. 
55. We need a break from regular life sometime, inmates never get a vacation. 
56. Yes, it is important to enforce positive interaction. 
57. It is very beneficial for inmates and families. 



58. Events like this one are essential in developing strong family support and strong family bonding. 
59. Promotes togetherness. 
60. Because it brings everyone together and plants a seed in everyone with the presence of Jesus and 

God. 
61. Promote unity and family. 
62. It helps let the inmates enjoy having Jesus Christ with their families. 
63. Because the families can have a great time. 
64. Family participation. 
65. It brings everyone together. 
66. Family participation. 
67. It’s enjoyable. 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, books, delicious homemade cookies, 
1687 Foundation, OSL Collaborator materials, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 

1. Families getting together. 
2. God Bless. 
3. We sincerely appreciate you! God Bless. 
4. We appreciate your time and efforts. 
5. God bless you, have a great day!! 
6. Keep up the great work, nice clean fun. 
7. We appreciate everything they’re doing. 
8. Thanks for your time and caring. 
9. Thanks for this. 
10. God Bless all of them. 
11. I enjoyed it. 
12. God Bless and continue this program every year. 
13. God Bless this ministry. 
14. Thank you for the blessing you have given us, thank you for my sister. 
15. I had never heard of them. 
16. God bless them and thank you. 
17. I would like communities to be more aware that these people are people too. 
18. Please continue to help and support families and inmates. 
19. May the good Lord bless all and anoint all with sacredness. 
20. May you be blessed for all you’re doing. 
21. Keep up this good work. 
22. Keep it up. 
23. Keep doing God’s will. 
24. Keep doing the family days. 
25. I had a great time, thanks, I enjoyed it. 
26. God bless you!!! Also, I had a great time. 
27. God bless and thank you for bringing our families together. 
28. For letting me spend time with my uncle. 
29. Thanks for supporting the prison system and its residents. 
30. Good job. 
31. Hope to see you every year. 
32. See you all next year. 
33. May the Lord bless them. 
34. It’s a really good event for family to be close. 
35. To continue their efforts in this program. 
36. That they do a good job. 



37. Doing a great job, please continue. 
38. We look forward to doing this again. 
39. God bless you. 
40. Thank you so much for our kind-hearted support for us and our families. 
41. May God bless your foundation and may Jesus continue to bless your work for the 

kids.  
42. Thank you very much for all of your hard work. It is not easy to do what you are doing with the Wings 

Program. However, many people are greatly affected in positive ways by all of your efforts. 
43. Don’t let the devil hinder you; all glory and honor to God. 
44. God bless. 
45. The program is good learning. 
46. Don’t stop the good work. 
47. Keep on doing what you’re doing. 
48. The program is a very good learning experience. 
49. Appreciation. 
50. I actually appreciated it. 

 

I drove_____miles one way to come to the Family Day? 

5, 18, 75, 90, 95, 110, 120, 150, 200, 263, 280, 290, 300, 300+, 380, 400+, 500, 600, 1500,   
3 hours, lots of miles. 
 

Wings Family Day Asset Survey Comments 
Lea County Correctional Facility 
General Population 
Hobbs, NM 
9-24-16 
 

What did you learn about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© 
that you can apply to your daily life?                                      
1. To do and strive to be better every day. 
2. Closeness and friendships. 
3. Kids that don’t read at a certain level by 3rd grade are likely to go to jail. 
4. To use the 40 Developmental Assets. 
5. To use the 40 Developmental Assets. 
6. Family support. 
7. How important family really is and how important our faith is. 
8. No. 40; positive view of personal future. Communication and encouragement. 
9. Support, Commitment, boundaries, and expectations. 
10. That families are lacking in communicating with their children. 
11. There is more to learn. 
12. I learned that all the assets are very important and can and should be applied for life. 
13. Their important as family values. 
14. Jesus is the answer. 
15. The importance of family values. 
16. That you need to have 30 or more. Family values important. 



17. Importance of family values. 
18. To use the 40 Developmental Assets. 
19. You need at least 30 so life won’t blow you away. 
20. You need at least 30 assets. 
21. Need at least 30 assets. 
22. You need at least 30 assets in your life. 
23. Education is key. 
24. They are values to apply to your life, so the light of Jesus which he is for, these values shine. They show 

care. 
25. The importance of family values. 
26. Family values. 
27. Teach grandchildren self-control and esteem. 
28. Positive communication. 
29. Daily steps to improve myself and teach my family and son. 
30. There is plenty of other things that we can apply though we practice many on the list. 
31. I learn everything. 
32. That family support is everything. 
33. Family support. 
34. To work together with family members. 
35. Spend more time with family. 
36. Everything. 
37. Get more involved in your kids life. 
38. God is good. 
39. Family support….Look to my family for motivation and support. 
40. The need for better communication.  Family support and good self-image. 
41. I learned that I need to practice more of the 40 Developmental Assets. 
42. Religious community. 
43. Listen to everyone. 
44.  Listen to everyone. 
45. To go to school. 
46. Listen to everyone. 
47. Support and empowerment. 
48. I need to work on getting more involved in the community, (even in prison). 
49. Interesting info! 
50. How to be more supportive. 
51. How to be more supportive. 
52. That if you are willing to change your life, it will change your heart and soul in the name of Jesus. 
53. Reinforcing existing values. 
54. To be kind to all. 
55. Will share with granddaughter. 
56. All have meaning and can apply to everyday life. 

What assets do you think were strengthened today? 

1. To let family know how much you need them. 
2. Family. 
3. To let family know that you need them. 
4. Positive view of personal future. 
5. 26 
6. The moving of the Lord. Fellowship. 
7. Love and faith. 



8. #1 family support. How to support one another. 
9. Support, constructive use of time. 
10. Family boundaries. 
11. Group unity. 
12. Family support, religious community, caring, self-esteem. 
13. Family support, caring. 
14. Family support. 
15. Family support and caring. 
16. Spending more time with family. 
17. 40. 
18. Positive view of personal future. 
19. Family support.  No.’s 1, 2, 17, and 15. 
20. Family support, creative activities, positive family communication, positive peer influence. 
21. #1. Family support, #17, #15, #2. 
22. No. 1, 17, 2, 15. 
23. No. 1, 17, 2, 15. 
24. No. 1, 17, 2, 15. 
25. Motivation to improve – empowerment. 
26. Spending more time with my family. 
27. Spending more time with family. 
28. Personal connections. 
29. Support from family. 
30. Motivation. 
31. Family support. 
32. Closeness to one another and friendly. 
33. Family time. 
34. Family time. 
35. 1. Support. 2. Empowerment. 3. Commitment. 4. Teach positive values. 
36. Communication is important, family support is important, community sharing important. 
37. Family support. 
38. Positive communication. 
39. Communication. 
40. Family support. 
41. Communication. 
42. To be here. 
43. Commitment, positive values. 
44. Team work, social interaction. 
45. Family, community, creative activities, other adult relationships, religious community, caring, self-es-

teem. 
46. Read more, spend more time with family. 
47. Reading, more interaction with family. 
48. Hope, love, peace, joy, willingness, and forgiveness. 
49. Family. 
50. Family bond. 
51. No. 19. 

Which assets do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Where we love and want to be with each other. 
2. Unity and friendship. 
3. Being together as one, another bond we have. 



4. 1 – 14.  Family support. 
5. #14. Adult role models, #1. Family support. 
6. Other adult relationships. 
7. Our support. 
8. Unconditional love. 
9. Family unity. 
10. Family support, positive family communication. 
11. Family support and caring. 
12. Family values. 
13. Other adult relationships and family support. 
14. Family support. 
15. #1 
16. Family support. 
17. #26 and #20. 
18. All are important for a strong family. 
19. #20. Time at home. 
20. #1 and #2. 
21. #1. 
22. Empowerment – service to others. 
23. Family support. 
24. Family support. 
25. Focus on future, not the past. 
26. All of them. 
27. High expectations. 
28. Family support – Community involvement—High expectations 
29. All of them. 
30. Positive values. 
31. Family, positive values. 
32. 1. Support. 2. Empowerment. 3. Commitment to learning. 4. Positive identity. 
33. Caring, equality, social justice, respect, interpersonal competence. 
34. Time at home. 
35. Family support. 
36. Family support. 
37. My engagement. 
38. There is none. 
39. Support boundaries. 
40. Parent involvement in school, family boundaries. 
41. Unknown. 
42. Love, understanding, joy. 
43. Family bond. 
44. Prayer. 
45. #19, #16. To bring God into our relationships. 
46. My personal commitment to learning. 

 

Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your family? 

1. To help each other better. 
2. Comprehension and value of time. 
3. How to be a better family. 



4. #32.  Planning and decision making. 
5. Youth programs. 
6. More time together. #20. Time at home. 
7. Communication, support. 
8. Communication. 
9. Time at home, equality and social justice. 
10. Other adult relationships. 
11. Being encouraged. 
12. Getting the youth more involved in the church. 
13. Safety. 
14. More reading. 
15. #2. Positive family communication. 
16. #32. Planning and decision making. 
17. #11. Family boundaries. 
18. All. 
19. Constructive use of time. 
20. Service to others. 
21. More reading. 
22. Positive identity, self-reflection. 
23. Communication and support. 
24. Positive family communication and support. 
25. Spending more time together with my inmate even though he calls me twice a day. 
26. Prayer, reading the bible to my grandkids. 
27. Time spent together. 
28. Time together. 
29. 1. Support. 2. Commitment to learning. 3. Positive identity. 
30. Self-esteem, decision making, procrastination, setting priorities. 
31. Family communication. 
32. Honesty. 
33. Religious community. 
34. Understanding. 
35. Communication, bring God into our marriage and life. 
36. Positive family communication. 
37. Commitment to learning and constructive use of time. 
38. Adult role models, positive peer influence. 
39. More support, study bible more. 
40. More support, study bible more. 
41. Most everything because you can never stop learning or growing. 
42. Positive identity. 

Additional comments: 

1. Thank you and God bless. 
2. Not all inmates are guilty. Some can be victimized by the system through others who have been cor-

rupted by other outsides influences. Even in todays so called flawless judicial system, there can be in-
nocents imprisoned wrongfully. I know. I have 38 years on the side of badge of enforcement. I’d rather 
see 100 guilty be freed than 1 innocent to be jailed. That has been my motto for 38 years. Never 
would I have guessed my brother-in-law would be victimized by the courts. 

3. God bless you and thank you. 

4. I think Wings is a very good event which in the long run, with help, the community and our families, 
everything from the event can be used in a positive way to affect society as a whole. 
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